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Baronial Officers

Baron - Sir Erik Martel
	 (Joe Goodwin) - Baron.IronMtn@meridies.org	
Baroness - Mistress Gwenndolynn ni hAilleachain
	 (Stacy Hall) - Baroness.IronMtn@meridies.org
Seneschal - Maestra Magdalena da Parma
	 (Louise Webb) - Sen.IronMtn@meridies.org
Exchequer - Lady Emma Wyatt 
	 (Jen King) - Excheq.IronMtn@meridies.org
Herald - Vacant
Knight’s Marshal - THL Iain MacArthur
	 (Nicholas Milano) - KM.IronMtn@meridies.org
Rapier Marshal - Baroness Genevieve Alaiz D’Avignon
	 (Kayla Adams) - Rm.ironmtn@meridies.org
Minster of Arts and Sciences - Mistress Margery of Crosgate
	 (Margie Hyatt) - AS.ironmtn@meridies.org
Chatelaine - Vacant
Chronicler - THL Christopher Aubrey
	 (Brian King) - Chron.IronMtn@meridies.org
RUM Provost - Vacant
Quartermaster - Baroness Genevieve Alaiz D’Avignon
	 (Kayla Adams) - Rm.ironmtn@meridies.org
Dance Master - THL Iain MacArthur
	 (Nicholas Milano) - KM.IronMtn@meridies.org	
Webminister - Maestra Magdalena da Parma
	 (Louise Webb) - Web.IronMtn@meridies.org
Historian - Lady Emma Wyatt
	 (Jen King) - Hist.IronMtn@meridies.org
Minister of Youth - Lady Ailith de Steddanham
	 (Ashley Setters) - MoC.IronMtn@meridies.org

Cover Art:  Unknown, illuminator
Initial S: A Male Saint, 14th century
Tempera colors and silver
Leaf: 3.2 × 3 cm (1 1/4 × 1 3/16 in.)
The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, Gift of Guy Ladrière, Paris, Ms. 54, recto, 
93.MS.52.recto
https://www.getty.edu/art/collection/object/108E4H



Meetings

The Barony of Iron Mountain meets in Room 108 at Valley 
Christian Church, 2600 Cherokee Place, Mountain Brook, 
Alabama 35216. Room 108 is best accessed by driving around 
to the far right side of the building, parking in the back of the 
church, and entering on the ground floor covered entrance. 
Meetings are held the first and third Thursdays of the month 
from 6:30 to 8 pm central. The first Thursday is the Barony’s 
business meeting. The third Thursday is  class night.

August 3 – Business meeting
August 17 – Heraldic Display

September 7 – Business meeting
September 21 – Silhouette of Fashion (Royal University of Me-
ridies required class)

Fighter Practice is held Sundays at Patriot Park.  (710 Oak 
Grove Rd, Homewood, AL 35209)  Park at Corky Bell Dance 
Studio.  Start time is dependent on weather and proximity of 
events.  Please check the Facebook page for announcement.

Upcoming Events

August 4-6 - Warden’s Challenge
	 Shire of Easaraigh

August 26 - Inter-Kingdom Fighter Practice
	 Shire of Nant-y-Derwyddon

September 1-4 - Vices and Virtues
	 College of Phoenix Rising



Da’ud Bob’s Movie Reviews
for August 2023

PBS, the Public Broadcasting Service, along with its Great 
Performances series, has been, and remains, a regular 
source of Da’ud Bob ibn Briggs Goes to the Movies reviews 
of great productions of, among other things, the plays of 
William Shakespeare. And this time is no different. We’d 
seen a couple of previews for this particular broadcast, and 
so set the DVR, recorded it, and when the time was right, 
sat down and hit the “Play” button. It was pretty much 
everything it promised to be, and more. I mean, past Great 
Performances productions of Shakespeare plays have long 
of interest to me, not only because of they have introduced 
me to actors and directors I might not have noticed before, 
but also because (1) they are Shakespeare plays!, (2) the 
production values generally tend to be pretty high, and 
(3) I almost always see something new, even in plays that 
have become very familiar to me over the years. And so 
it is that this month, Da’ud Bob reviews for you the PBS 
Great Performances May 2023 broadcast of the July 2022 
production in New York City Central Park’s outdoor Dela-
corte Theater of a play you should be familiar with by now, 
Richard III.

Starring Danai Gurira (Black Panther: Wakanda Forever, 
The Walking Dead) in the title role, with Tony Award win-
ner Ali Stroker (Oklahoma!) as Anne, Wyatt Cirbus as the 
Prince of Wales, Sanjit De Silva as Buckingham, Sam Dun-
can as the Duke of York, Monique Holt as the Duchess of 
York, Gregg Mozgala as King Edward IV and as the Earl of 
Richmond (Henry Tudor, King Henry VII), Paul Niebanck as 
George (the Duke of Clarence), Michael Potts as Lord Stan-
ley, Ariel Shafir as Lord Hastings, Heather Alicia Simms 
as Queen Elizabeth, Sharon Washington as Queen Marga-
ret, and Daniel J. Watts as William Catesby and Richard 
Ratcliffe. (The cast listing had Daniel Watts as “Catesby 
Ratcliffe”, but we all know that they were two different his-
torical persons. “The cat [Catesby], the rat [Ratcliffe], and 



Lovell the dog [Viscount Lovell, whose crest featured a tal-
bot, a type of dog], Rule all England under a hog [Richard 
III].” Mind you, because of this little rhyme (well, that and 
the fact that he encouraged Henry Tudor to return to Eng-
land to overthrow Richard III) he was executed for treason 
in 1484, so there’s that.)  The story is that of the rise and 
fall of Richard, King of England as Richard III. It’s one of 
Shakespeare’s historical plays, although many see it as a 
piece of Tudor propaganda, as well, especially for its depic-
tion of Richard.

Good points: As ever, its Shakespeare! The stage itself, 
which contained features like a rotating ring with some ar-
chitectural arches on it, which they could circle around to 
give you the impression, at least, that the scenery was be-
ing changed, as well as the pneumatic elevator in the floor 
to raise and lower actors at various times with lights and 
smoke. The cast was multiracial, multiethnic, and vari-
ously impaired (hearing impaired, wheelchair bound, height 
disadvantaged, affected by cerebral palsy, and so on, not 
to mention the cross-gender lead role, but it all worked 
well. Margaret’s dress. Richard’s coronation robe. Richard’s 
breastplate with a boar on it. The ghosts the night before 
the battle.

Bad points: The heraldic banners were definitely not heral-
dically correct. I found Anne to be a little bit shrill at times. 
That totally huge diamond ring. Richard’s heavily jeweled 
collar with the pendant sparkly gold boar.

Zero breasts. No blood. 12 dead bodies. Dagger fu. Stage 
dagger fu. Sword fu. Polearm fu. Plots roll. George rolls. 
Murderers roll. Gratuitous strangulation. Gratuitous sev-
ered head. Gratuitous dancing. Academy Award nomi-
nations to Sharon Washington as Queen Margaret for a 
standout performance; and to Danai Gurira as Richard III, 
especially for the scene of the night before the Battle of Bos-
worth. A mere 32 on the Vomit Meter. 3 Stars. Da’ud Bob 
says, “Check it out!”
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