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Business meetings are normally held the first Monday of the 
month at 6:30 via Zoom.  The meeting link and any changes 
to the schedule can be found at the Barony of Iron Mountain 
Facebook page.

Fighter Practice is held Sundays at Patriot Park.  (710 Oak 
Grove Rd, Homewood, AL 35209)  Park at Corky Bell Dance 
Studio.  Start time is dependent on weather and proximity of 
events.  Please check the Facebook page for announcement.

Upcoming Events

March 11-19 - Gulf Wars
 King’s Arrow Ranch, Lumberton, MS

March 31-April 2 - Spring Coronation
 Shires of Thorngill and Okebourne Keep

April 6-9 - Fools War
 Shire of Tir Briste

April 15 - Newcomer’s Colegium
 Shire of Owl’s Nest 

April 14-16 - Iris Faire
 Barony of Glaedenfeld

Congratulations!

Rhonwyn Alyna nic an Chrosain - Sable Axe
Marianna Cristina Tirado de Aragon - Sable Axe



Da’ud Bob’s Movie Reviews
for March 2023

Sometimes, frankly, things get more complicated than they 
need to be. Occasionally, some of this complication can be 
relieved by knowing some of the history that is the back-
ground of a story. And sometimes, that alone is not enough 
to clear it all up. It also doesn’t help in this specific case that 
there are eight (count ‘em! Eight) different movies with the 
same basic title, most of them differing from this month’s 
movie only by a two or three word addition. And double-
checking the release dates doesn’t always help enough. 
Anyway, to better watch this month’s movie, it helps to know 
that in Japan in the year 1590, during the Sengoku period 
of near constant civil war, three warlords in a row sought to 
unify the country. In order, they were: Oda Nobunaga; Toy-
otomi Hideyoshi; and Tokugawa Ieyasu. The setting for this 
movie is shortly after Nobunaga’s death, when Hideyoshi 
was then conquering Japan, with the assistance of Ieyasu. 
This then, in the general background for the events that take 
place in this movie. And so it is that this month, Da’ud Bob 
reviews for you the 2013 film release of the 2011 stage pro-
duction of Seven Souls in the Skull Castle.

Starring Macoto Awane, Tetsuya Chiba, Ryô Katsuji, Masato 
Kohno, Eiko Koike, Mirai Moriyama as Tenmao, Riisa Naka, 
Shun Oguri as Sutenosuke, Taichi Saotome as Mukaiya 
Ranbe, and Shôko Takada, a very brief synopsis tells us 
that “seven spirited souls take on the dark threat growing in 
shadowy Skull Castle.” A longer version is: a former vassal 
of the late Nobunaga, who calls himself Tenmao (the Demon 
King), leads the Kanto Skull Corps, an armed group hid-
ing in the pitch-black Skull Castle. Sutenosuke happens to 
rescue a woman who has been chased by the Corps. To hide 
and shelter the woman, Sutenosuke meets Mukaiya Ranbe 
at a brothel district in the nearby town. Manipulated by 
magical fate, people start to congregate in the Kanto region. 
When the shared past between Sutenosuke and Ranbe and 
their relation to Tenmao come to light, it is also the time 



when the dark ambition of Tenmao is about to be revealed. 
Sutenosuke heads for the Skull Castle, which is surrounded 
by 20,000 soldiers, to destroy it and stop Tenmao’s dark 
ambition with just six other people. And that’s just the main, 
overarching plot. So, yeah, it’s a little Seven Samurai, but 
also not.

Good points: The fight choreography! I don’t know who cho-
reographed the fighting, but he or she deserves any and all 
possible awards for it. The plots and counterplots through-
out: betrayal; sacrifice; friendship; love; bravery; and self-
sacrifice. There are plenty of plot twists to keep your interest 
through this three-hour-long movie.

Bad points: Much of the play/movie is very frenetically 
paced.

Zero breasts. Four gallons of blood. (I’m glad I wasn’t on the 
cleanup crew following the filming!) 49 dead bodies. Katana 
fu. Staff fu. Spear fu. Spade fu. Glaive fu. Ladle fu. Iron pipe 
fu. Knife fu. Drug fu. Dried rice ball fu. Musket fu. Floren-
tine sickle fu. Flute fu. Fan fu. Crossbow fu. Pistol fu. Re-
peating gun fu. Breast pistol fu. (No, really!) Armor-piercing 
sword fu. Gratuitous talk of breasts. Gratuitous slightly-
crazy bladesmith. Gratuitous bent katana. Gratuitous name 
calling. Academy Award nomination to the actor playing 
Tayut for: “A person will kill for rice, but rice will not kill for 
a person. Therefore, rice is more valuable than a person.” A 
63 on the Vomit Meter. 3½ stars. Da’ud Bob says, “Now I’m 
going to have to go find and watch the other Seven Souls in 
Skull Castle movies: Red (2004); Blue (2005); Season Flower 
(2017); Season Wind (2021); Season Bird (2021); Season 
Moon Jogen (2021); and Season Moon Kagen (2021), just to 
see what the differences are. If I’m successful in this quest 
I’ll let you know the results. In the meantime, check this pro-
duction out! It will be well worth your time.”
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